R 103

EDITION NOV 2023

IInsuranceWse Be Wise. ! B

"Shine Bright with
\ Smart Investments
, on this Festive Season.”

\

Market Trendsand | Global Investing vs. The estimonial

Statistics Innovations Com parisons Savmg Brcunery BRI perience
of happy and satisfied

Explore India's changing India’s investment Investment in India vs. Choose investing or saving Understanding the benefits: customers with you.

investment landscape for landscape evolves with Global Comparisons : based on goals and risk Explering Life Insurance

all investors tech and regulations, A comprehensive analysis tolerance. Essentials

promising future growth.



@ SInC
W) INSUrance com

WHY WAIT FOR LONG
WHEN YOU CAN GET EARLY RETURNS

Income from first month/year and policy term
as short as 10 years.

/ﬂ\ [Pay 22 Lakhs]

for 10 years

¥55,947 A

322,62 La khs} Total Pay

at Maturity ( %¥19.96 Lakhs )

[ Get

[Ge’r

A
Total Get

( %30.45 Lakhs )

*T&C Apply ILLUSTRATION FOR MALE AGE 35 YEARS, PPT 10 YEARS, PT 15 YEARS, INCOME/MATURITY 95:5, @8% SCENARIO

Partners We Are Proud To Have

We have over 30+ insurance partners on our back. Rest assured, you won't be short of choices.

ADITYA BIRLA

digit 0% mmm B ge. A ===

iiiiiiii

care PR ey MY @ummewen o - ¥ oisuan  JpSHAIRAM

@ Wwreiseres  (OSOIELGEED & Chola®MS ClprbMatlife g o e ZUﬂOp @) oriental

I"S“[W'SB #03 EDITION INOV 2023 | SMC INSURANCE



GONTENT

01

EDITOR'S DESK

Discover 'InsurWise,' where your voice
and insights matter.

02

DIRECTOR'S DESK

Excerpts on Maotor In nce By One of

The Industry Leaders: Pravin K. Agarwal.

03

MARKET STATISTICS

Explore India's changing investment
landscape for all investors

04

INDUSTRY TRENDS
AND INNOVATIONS

In volving Investment Landscape T
rends and Innovations

05-06

GLOBAL COMPARISONS

Investment in India vs. Global Comparisons :

A Comprehensive Analysis

a7

INVESTING VS. SAVING

ng or saving be on goals

and risk tolerance.

EMERGING RISKS AND
CHALLENGES

ting the Evolving Landscape of Indian
Investment Opportunities

INVESTING VS. BET
OR GAMBLE?

Un nding the Key Differences and Risks

Ewv

10

THE BRAINERY

nding the ben
nce Essentials

TESTIMONIALS

ce of happy and

d customers with you.

EVENT GLIMPSE

Glimpse : fun, games, Music and

nd ma ny more

ON [ NOV 2023 | SMC INSURANCE




Editor’s Desk

When you have insurance

you know that you are secured
against any unforeseen
eventsin life, and this gives
you complete peace of mind.

Dr. Kavindra K. Singh

CTO, SMC Insurance Brokers Pvt. Ltd.

Greetings, esteemed readers, | am thrilled to introduce
to you the inaugural edition of "Insure Wise," a monthly
magazine curated to be your ultimate guide through
the dynamic landscape of the insurance industry. As
the Editor-in-Chief, it's my privilege to welcome you to
a platform that will unravel the latest buzz, unveil inno-
vative products, and provide insightful perspectives on
the ever-evolving world of insurance.

In each edition of "Insure Wise," we embark on a jour-
ney to empower you with knowledge. Our pages are
dedicated to translating the complexities of insurance
into understandable insights, enabling you to make
informed decisions. We navigate through trends,
market shifts, and regulatory updates, ensuring you
stay ahead in an industry that touches every aspect of

our lives.

Beyond being a source of information, "Insure Wise"is a
space for voices to be heard. We are committed to

sharing the experiences of our valued customers,

Richa Goel Saif Haider Rohit Tiwari

Writer | Creative Head | Contributer Designe

Write to the editor: mag@smcinsurance.com

Editor-in-Chief

“InsurWise" Magazine

bringing their stories, feedback, and
perspectives to the forefront. Your insights
drive us to continually enhance our services
and strengthen the bond we share. As we
embark on this exciting journey, | invite you
to immerse yourself in the world of "Insure
Wise." Explore, engage, and embrace the
opportunities that knowledge brings. Let us
together unravel the layers of insurance,
unlocking a world of security and possibili-

ties.

Thank you for joining us on this enlightening
venture.

Warm Regards!
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Director’s Desk

Excerpts on Motor Insurance By One of
The Industry Leaders: Pravin K. Agarwal

Selecting the right car insurance policy can be a perplexing task for many. While it's tempting to gravitate towards the

option with the lowest premiums, it's essential to recognize that the cheapest choice isn't necessarily the wisest one.
When embarking on your question to secure car insurance coverage, it's crucial to employ a thoughtful approach,
evaluating potential plans based on several critical criteria. Often, individuals seeking insurance coverage might be
enticed by plans with lower premiums, believing they are making a financially savvy decision. However, this may not
always be the optimal choice when it comes to reaping the benefits of your policy.It isimperative for potential policy-

holders to meticulously scrutinize their insurance policies, comprehending every facet of the coverage they intend
to secure. While policies with lower premiums may appear attractive at first glance, they may fall short when you need

to file a claim, leaving you in a financial bind. The allure of a bargain should never eclipse the necessity of comprehen-
sive coverage. It's crucial to remember that car insurance serves as a safe-

guard against unforeseen circumstances, and cutting corners in terms

of coverage might result in financial hardship down the road. To make
an informed choice, consider your specific needs when evaluating

car insurance policies. Take into account factors such as liability

coverage, comprehensive and collision coverage, and deductible

amounts. Your driving history and the value of your vehicle should
also influence your decision. Furthermore, it's essential to assess the
insurer's reputation for customer service and claim settlement
efficiency. After all, the value of an insurance policy becomes most
apparent when you need to rely on it. By adhering to these guidelines, you
can ensure that your chosen car insurance policy aligns with your unique
requirements and provides the necessary protection when you
need it most. In the complex landscape of car insurance, the
peace of mind that comes with comprehensive coverage
and a reputable insurer is often worth the slightly higher
premium. Don't let the initial cost blind you to the
long-term benefits and security that a well-chosen

policy can provide for both you and your vehicle.

Pravin K Agarwal

Director SMC Insurance Brokers Pvt. Ltd.

et W s
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Market Statistics

Market
Statistics

» Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)

Foreign Direct Investment is key to India's economic
growth. In the fiscal year 2020-21, India attracted a
substantial $81.72 billion in FDI, demonstrating remark-
able resilience despite the COVID-19 challenges. This
marks a significant increase from the previous year,
highlighting India's allure as an investment destination.

» Mutual Fund Industry

India's mutual fund industry is booming. By September
2021, it boasted an AUM of around %33.1 lakh crore
(about S450 billion), showcasing the surging popularity

of mutual funds among Indian investors.

» Government Initiatives

The Indian government has introduced several initia-
tives to promote investment in the country. The "Make
in India" campaign aims to boost manufacturing and
attract foreign investment. Additionally, reforms like
the Goods and Services Tax (GST) and ease of doing
business measures have improved India's business

climate.

Conclusion

D

The Indian investment market is undergoing a transfor-
mative journey with significant growth, drawing inter-
est from both domestic and international investors.
This article explores key statistics illuminating the
state of India's burgeoning investment landscape.

» Stock Market Performance

India's stock market, led by BSE Sensex and NSE Nifty,
displayed exceptional resilience and growth. BSE
Sensex crossed 50,000 in February 2021, reflecting
investor confidence. This bullish trend persisted in

2021, with record-high stock indices.

P Real Estate Investment

Real estate is a longstanding choice for investment in
India. In 2020, the sector received around S5 billion in
institutional investments, signaling enduring interest.
Government initiatives, such as "Housing for All" and
"Smart Cities," are poised to fuel further growth.

» Start-up Investments

India's vibrant startup ecosystem flourished in 2021,
boasting over 50 unicorns (valued at over $1 billion).
Sectors like e-commerce, fintech, and health tech
attracted substantial investments from domestic and

international sources.

» Challenges and Opportunities

The Indian investment market offers opportunities but
encounters challenges like reqgulations, infrastructure
gaps, and economic fluctuations. Nevertheless, its vast
consumer base and skilled workforce attract global

investors.

Indian investment market statistics reveal a story of growth, resilience, and increasing investor confidence.

Despite challenges, India remains a promising destination for both domestic and foreign investors. The govern=

ment's proactive measures and the country's vibrant economic landscape continue to fuel optimism about

India's investment potential. As the Indian market continues to evolve, staying informed about these statistics is

essential for making informed investment decisions in this dynamic and promising economy.

|nStrWise
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Industry Trends and Innovations

> India's Evolving
Investment Landscape

Trends and
Innovations

ESG Investing Goes Mainstream

ESG factors are now central in investment choices, with
sustainability criteria influencing decisions. Companies with
strong ESG practices are preferred by individual and institu-
tional investors.

Challenges on the Horizon

Despite growth and innovation, the industry faces challenges,
including market volatility, cybersecurity threats, and requla-
tory complexities. Balancing innovation with investor protec-
tion remains an ongoing sector challenge.

)

The Indian investment landscape has undergone
a remarkable transformation in recent years,
propelled by technological advancements,
changing investor behaviours, and regulatory
reforms. This article delves into the exciting
developments and innovations that are reshap-
ing the Indian investment industry, providing
insights into the present state and future pros-
pects of this dynamic sector.

Systematic Investment Plans
(SIPs) and Mutual Funds

SIPs are a preferred choice for Indians due to
their disciplined investment approach, signifi-
cantly boosting mutual fund inflows. The indus-
try diversifies its offerings to cater to a wide
range of investor preferences.

Regulatory Reforms for Transpar-
ency

SEBI's reforms, featuring UPI for seamless
transactions and mutual fund category rational-
ization, boost market transparency and safe-
guard investor interests, making a positive

impact.

The Rise of Robo-Advisors

Robo-advisors automate investment advice,
offering personalized portfolios based on algo-
rithms and risk profiles, appealing to tech-savvy
investors with cost-effective and efficient solu-

tions.

Harnessing Al and Data Analytics

Al and data analytics transform investment strat-
egies, enabling data-driven decisions, market
trend predictions, and effective risk manage-
ment. This approach enhances portfolio man-

agement and trading strategies.

liiSurWise
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Global Comparisons

InvestmentinIndia Vs. "»
Global Comparisons :

Investment is a vital driver of economic growth and development in any country. In an increasingly interconnected

world, the choices made by investors have far-reaching implications. India, with its vast and diverse economy, has

been a focal point for both domestic and foreign investments. In this article, we will delve into a comparative analysis

of investment trends in India and globally, exploring key facts and figures to gain a deeper understanding of the

investment landscape.

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) Inflows
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) plays a crucial role in a
country's economic development. It can bring in capi-
tal, technology, and expertise that can drive growth
and job creation. India has been actively seeking FDI to
boost its economy. According to data from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI), India received USD 81.72
billion in FDI during the financial year 2020-21, despite
the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. This
marked an 11% increase compared to the previous

year.

On a global scale, India's FDI inflows are substantial but
still fall short of the world leaders. In 2020, the United
States, China, and Singapore were the top recipients
of FDI, receiving USD 156 billion, USD 149 billion, and
USD 110 billion, respectively.

Ease of Doing Business

The ease of doing business index, as calculated by the
World Bank, is a crucial indicator of a country's invest-
ment climate. In the past few years, India has made
significant strides in improving its business environ-
ment. In the World Bank's Ease of Doing Business 2020
report, India jumped 14 places to rank 63rd out of 190
countries.

FDI (IN USS BILLION)

YEAR WISE FDI INFLOW SINCE 2014-15

Source ;: wwwi.ibeforg

ETE ST

Stock Market Performance

Stock markets are often seen asareflection ofa coun-
try's economic health and stability. India has a robust
stock market, with two major exchanges, the Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE) and the National Stock
Exchange (NSE). The performance of these markets

can be a key indicator of investor confidence.

In recent years, India's stock markets have shown
resilience and growth, with the benchmark indices,
the Sensex and Nifty, reaching record highs. As of
September 2021, the Sensex stood at over 57,000

points, a significant increase from previous years.

InStrWise
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Global Comparisons

Start-up Ecosystem

India has emerged as a global hub for startups,
with its vibrant ecosystem attracting significant
venture capital investments. The 'Startup India
initiative has been a catalyst for this growth,
fostering innovation and entrepreneurship. In

2020, India ranked third globally in terms of the

number of unicorns (startups valued at over USD 1
billion), behind the United States and China.

Company

Flipkart
Snapdeal
PayTM

Ola Cabs
Quikr
Zomato
ShopClues
Hike

BYJUS
PayTM Mall
Swiggy
PolicyBazaar
OYO Rooms
Udaan
BillDesk
Delhivery
BigBasket
Dreamll

Ola Electric
Lenskart
Nykaa
Unacademy
RazorPay
Cars24
PhonePe
Meesho
CRED
PharmEasy

E-Commerce

E-Commerce

Fintech - Payments & Wallet
Mobility - Ride Aggregator
Marketplace - Classifieds
Foodtech

E-Commerce

Social Media - Messaging
Edtech

E-Commerce

Foodtech

Fintech - Insurance
Proptech - Hotel Booking
B2B E-Commerce

Fintech - B2B Payments
Logistics Services
E-Commerce - Groceries
Gaming

Mobility - Electric
E-Commerce - Eyewear
E-Commerce - Personal Care & Cosmetics
Edtech

Fintech - Payment Gateway
Marketplace - Used Cars
Fintech - Payments

E-Commerce - Social Commerce
Fintech - Payments & Credit Card Rewards
E-Commerce - Online Pharmacy

India's investment landscape offers a promising outlook, marked by substantial FDI inflows, improvements in the

ease of doing business, a thriving stock market, and a burgeoning startup ecosystem. However, challenges like

bureaucratic red tape and complex requlations persist and need to be addressed to further boost investor confi-

dence.

When compared to global investment giants like the United States and China, India still has room for growth. While it

may not be the top destination for FDI or the leader in the ease of doing business, India's diverse and rapidly evolving

economy presents numerous opportunities for investors willing to navigate its complexities.

In the years to come, India's ability to attract and retain investments will depend on its ability to continue reforms,

promote ease of doing business, and foster innovation and entrepreneurship. By addressing these challenges, India

can further strengthen its position as an attractive destination for both domestic and foreign investors, contributing

to its long-term economic growth and development.

InStrWise
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Investing vs. Saving

Ideal for short-term financial goals, especially those
on the horizon, like saving for a significant purchase
or building an emergency fund.

Provides easy access to cash through savings
accounts, allowing you to withdraw when necessary.
Typically carries minimal risk, as your savings are
protected by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora-
tion(FDIC)up to $250,000 per depositor, per FDIC-in-
sured bank, per ownership category.

Offers the opportunity to earn interest, although
savings accounts generally yield lower returns com-

pared to investments.

Examples: Savings accounts, CDs, money market accounts, and
Treasury bonds are common saving options.

Insure whether it's
stment journey or focus on the
r decision should hinge on various

including your financial goals, risk tolerance,

and current financial standing.

Distinguishing Saving from Investing:
Saving

A method of accumulating funds incrementally, often in
abank account, with a specific objective in mind. People
commonly save for purposes such as buying a car,
saving for a home down payment, or creating a safety
net for unforeseen financial emergencies. This can also
involve placing your money in financial products like a
Certificate of Deposit (CD).

Investing

The allocation of a portion of your funds with the inten-
tion of fostering growth by acquiring assets that have
the potential to appreciate in value, such as stocks, real

estate, or shares in a mutual fund.

Primarily employed for long-term objectives, such as
funding a child's education or planning for retirement,
where growth over time is crucial.

Involves a longer waiting period to access invested
funds, depending on the type of investment, compared
to the immediate accessibility of savings accounts.
Inherently carries risk; investments do not guarantee
returns, and there's a possibility of losing some or all of
the invested capital.

Holds the potential for greater returns compared to a
savings account, making it an attractive option for those

willing to embrace the associated risks.

Examples: Stocks, mutual funds, real estate, and retirement
accounts like 401(k)s and IRAs are common investment options.

liiSiirWise
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Emerging Risks and Challenges

Emerging Risks
and Challenges

Regulatory Environment

Navigating India's complex and evolving regulatory

environment is a major challenge for investors. While
ease of doing business has improved, India ranked
63rd out of 190 countries in the 2020 World Bank's
Ease of Doing Business Index, highlighting room for
further progress.

Infrastructure Development

Investors in India face infrastructure challenges,
especially in transportation, energy, and healthcare.
Addressing these needs requires a significant $4.5

trillion investment by 2040.

Currency Fluctuations

Currency fluctuations, particularly with the Indian
Rupee (INR), can affect investment returns, particular-
ly for foreign investors. Effective currency risk man-
agement strategies are crucial to navigate this chal-

lenge.

Market Volatility

India's stock market is volatile, posing both risks and
opportunities for investors, with significant fluctua-
tions in the BSE Sensex.

India's diverse economy and vast consumer market have
historically attracted investors. Yet, like any investment
destination, it presents risks and challenges. This article
delves into emerging risks and challenges, offering key

figures to paint the current investment landscape.

Political Stability

India is a vibrant democracy with a diverse political land-
scape. While this diversity is a strength, it can also lead to
uncertainty and policy shifts. Investors need to closely
monitor the political environment, as policy changes can

have a significant impact on their investments.

Taxation

Taxation complexity is a concern for Indian investors,
with ever-changing tax laws and assessment disputes
causing uncertainty. While the corporate tax rate was
reduced to 22% in 2019 to enhance competitiveness,
challenges in this area persist.

Geopolitical Factors

Global geopolitical tensions can affect India's investment
climate. Trade disputes, changes in foreign policy, and
international conflicts can have ripple effects on invest-

ments in the country.

Consumer Market Potential

India's 1.3 billion-strong consumer market continues to
make it an attractive investment destination, especially
in sectors like e-commerce, consumer goods, and tech-
nology.

Investing in India offers tremendous opportunities, but it also comes with its share of risks and challenges. Navigat-

ing the regulatory environment, understanding political dynamics, managing currency risk, and staying abreast of

infrastructure developments are essential for successful investment in India. However, the potential rewards, driven

by India's growing consumer market, make it a compelling destination for those willing to embrace these challenges.

As the investment landscape in India continues to evolve, it is crucial for investors to stay informed, adapt to changing

conditions, and seek expert advice to make informed decisions in this dynamic market.

liSiifWise
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Investing vs. Bet or Gamble?

Investing”
Vs. Bet or Gamble?

Investing, betting, and gambling are three activities that
involve putting money at risk in the hope of gaining a finan-
cial return. While they share some similarities, they are
fundamentally different in terms of their objectives, strate-
gies, and outcomes. In this article, we will delve into the
distinctions between investment, betting, and gambling
through facts and figures to help you understand their
unigue characteristics.

» Purpose

Investment: The primary purpose of investing is to grow
wealth over time. Investors seek to generate returns
through various assets, such as stocks, bonds, real estate,
or businesses, with the expectation of earning a profit.

Betting: Betting typically involves wagering money on the
outcome of a specific event, such as sports matches or
casino games, with the primary goal of winning money.

Gambling: Gambling encompasses a wide range of activi-
ties where individuals risk money or valuables on uncertain
outcomes, often for entertainment purposes.

» Returns

Investment: Investments offer the potential for
compounding returns over time, and they can
provide income through dividends or interest.

Betting: Betting provides an opportunity for
short-term gains, but it can also result in substan-
tial losses.

Gambling: Gambling tends to have a negative
expected return, meaning that, on average, players
lose money over time.

» Risk Management

Investment: Investors typically employ risk man-
agement strategies, such as diversification and
research, to minimize potential losses and enhance
their chances of long-term success.

Betting: While some professional bettors use
statistical analysis and research, many bettors rely
on luck and chance. Risk management is often less
prevalent in betting.

Gambling: Gambling activities often lack struc-
tured risk management, and many forms of gam-
bling are explicitly designed to favour the house or
the organizer.

Conclusion: In summary, investments, betting, and gambling are distinct activities with varying purposes, risk man-

agement approaches, time horizons, and expectations for returns. While there can be an element of risk and chance

in all three, investments are generally made with the goal of wealth creation over the long term, while betting and

gambling are more focused on short-term gains or entertainment. Understanding these differences is crucial for

making informed financial decisions and managing risk effectively.

—InsurWise
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TheBrainery

Understanding the
benefits: Exploring

Life Insurance Essentials

In a discussion with Mr. Arpit Nagda, the essentials of life
insurance are explored. Life insurance is defined as a
financial tool that provides support to one's family and
financial goals when the policyholder is no longer there
to fulfill them. It's a contractual arrangement where
premiums are paid in exchange for the promise of finan-
cial security from the insurance company. Permanent
life insurance, in contrast to term life insurance, offers
not just death benefits but also maturity and survival
benefits. Tax benefits can be enjoyed through premium
deductions and tax exemptions in India. Loans can be
taken against the maturity amount in permanent life
insurance plans. When determining coverage needs,
factors like lifestyle, family size, and outstanding loans
must be considered. Beneficiaries should be clearly
designated, and underwriting assesses the policyhold-
er's risk profile. Common mistakes in purchasing life
insurance are highlighted, with a recommendation to
read policy documents thoroughly and verify agent
promises. If a mistake is realized, there's a free look
period to reconsider the policy. Premium costs are influ-
enced by various factors, and life insurance can play a
role in retirement planning by ensuring sufficient
income, using annuity plans, and planning for estate and

legacy.

Mr. Arpit Nagda

Founder and CEO — Ambrela.Money

TheBrainery

The Brainery is a conglomerate group of the

platform providing insights about insurance,
finance management, facts & figures, increas-
ing inflation, govt. new norms and policies etc.
At the outset, we continue with our positive
outlook on both the Indian economy and the
relevance of the insurance sector. The focus is
to aware the general public about the signifi-
cance of a change in policies with the prime
objective of wider coverage. High GDP growth
rate, foreign exchange reserves, rising infla-
tion, etc. arise the urgency of purchasing insur-
ance policies for a secured future. The various
plans of investment and insurance are impro-
vising the growth of the economy and a healthy
future by generating cash transactions.

InSiirWise
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Testimonials

Successful investing is’)
about managing risk, not
avoiding it

Megha Singhal

Received impeccable service from
SMC Insurance.

| have purchased HDFC policy from SMC Insurance with
the help of Harsh Sharma. | have got the satisfactory ser-

vices from SMC Insurance. Thank you SMC Insurance.

' Jyoti Sharma

We're fortunate to have SMC as our Health Insurance Broker for their
excellent help with our insurance queries.

We're grateful for SMC as our Health Insurance Broker. They've been instrumental in resolving our health insur-
ance concerns.

Neha, at SMC, played a pivotal role in two critical situations. Firstly, expediting a delayed hospital bill payment.
Secondly, advising against an unnecessary policy. Her timely and valuable assistance made all the difference.
SMC's sincere guidance and support, particularly from Neha Khanna, have been invaluable.

InSurWise
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Event Glimpse

Dandiya Delights: D
SMC Group's Spectacular
Night of Dance, Food, and Fun!

In a dazzling display of culture, com-
munity, and celebration, SMC Group
hosted a scintillating "Dandiya Night"
event at the prestigious Punjabi Bagh
Club on October 14, 2023. This
one-of-a-kind extravaganza com-
bined traditional Indian folk dance,
sumptuous food, exciting games, and
captivating entertainment. Attendees
reveled in the infectious energy of
Dandiya, savoring delicious treats,
and enjoying thrilling games, all while
experiencing the thrill of an India vs.
Pakistan live cricket match on a mas-

sive screen.

In conclusion, SMC Group's "Dandiya Night" at Punjabi Bagh Club was a night to remember, celebrating the spirit of

togetherness, tradition, and fun. Attendees enjoyed a feast of dance, food, games, and entertainment, making it a

truly unforgettable evening. SMC Group once again demonstrated its commitment to bringing communities together

for memorable and joyous experiences. We look forward to seeing what they have in store for us next year!

|nStrWise
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www.smcinsurance.com
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